Bob Holloway – Motivational Speaker
Bob Holloway is fond of saying 'what you see is what you get', but for the man himself, nothing could be further from the truth. The self-described dumb cowboy is a strange mix of modest hometown boy and passionate new-age guru.
The amazing story of Holloway's life is well known, but also well-worth repeating. He was born in a cowshed on a ranch in Wyoming. His mother died a few days after his birth leaving him to be brought up by his father, a lowly cattle hand and the various other workers and misfits that lived at the ranch. As soon as he could walk, Holloway was expected to work. And work he did. He soon became so accepted as one of the ranch hands, that his father simply forgot to send him to school.

Finally, at the age of seven, a visitor to the ranch spotted him and enquired as to why he wasn't in school.  After some dithering, Holloway's father sent his very reluctant son off to the local school, which was some two hours away. For six years, Holloway attended the school, taking every opportunity to take the day off and work on the ranch. Then, when he was just 13, he looked on helplessly as a wild horse kicked his father to death.

Holloway promptly dropped out of school, and no-one cared enough to stop him. The ranch owners were happy to employ him full time, but not on full wages. For about a year, he got on with his life, working long days, for little money but becoming a very accomplished horse handler while he did it. For most of us, his life was hard enough, but the real test was still to come. A new manager was hired to run the ranch, and the man took a dislike to the young Holloway. Holloway was subjected to a campaign of bullying, including verbal abuse, beatings and occasionally, what can only be described as torture.

At the age of 15, having never known anything else in his life but that ranch, Holloway packed up his things and left for Cheyenne, the capital of Wyoming. Unfortunately, his skills were not suited to work in a town, so after just a few weeks in the town he was reduced to begging and stealing for food.

But then, Holloway had what he considers his first and last piece of good luck. He met a man looking for riders to take tourists around Yellowstone national park. The man, one Aaron Simpson, thought Holloway's uneducated cowboy manner would be a hit with the tourists, and he was right. The big surprise was that the tourists were a hit with Holloway. Having, only ever mixed with ranchers, Bob found meeting people from other states and other countries an eye-opener.

He also developed some much need self-esteem finding that his knowledge of the country and the way of life on the ranches was suddenly very valuable.

Holloway worked at the park for five years saving every cent he earned, until finally he was able to cut ties and set off on his own travel adventure. Holloway travelled around the world non-stop for the next three years, living cheap, getting work where he could. He may never have stopped travelling if it hadn't fallen in love and come back to America to get married.

He and his new wife settled in California, where he went about having a family and getting an education. Finishing high school was Holloway's first goal, but once that was done, he went on to get a degree, then a Masters in psychology.

Life in California was a long way from Wyoming, and the striking differences in wealth and ways of life, inspired Holloway's first book, Two Americas ®.

Two Americas was one of those rare books which prove a success in both the academic and mainstream markets. There was a rash of second book deals and invitations to speak at universities.  And so began the rise of Bob Holloway.

Holloway's unexpected success became the basis of his second book, Drive: Not Just Surviving But Getting Ahead. This second book was despised by academics but adored by the public. Some of the old invitations were hastily withdrawn, but new ones came in bucket loads. It seems Holloway's topic of the choice, how to get motivated, how to become a success, were topics of great interest.

Since then Holloway has written three more books, honing his ideas on motivation and the power of positive thinking: Winning Gracefully 1987, H2O – Hope To Overcome 1993, and most recently, The Glass Half Full. Holloway also spends several months each year touring the world giving lectures and holding seminars, having given some 600 lectures to an estimated 1.2 million people on five continents in the last decade alone.

Bob Holloway presents his seminar The Glass Half Full for one day only at The Rostrum on 28th May.

